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that there is to see of the external world, it should
not be inferred that the latter has vanished.

Men, with their physiological and intellectual
varieties, should present myriads and myriads
of dissimilar beings.

What is more agitating than a human life which
is developing in our immediate vicinity? There
can be nothing more dramatic than the human
groups which, above and below us, are struggling
against their destinies!

VII. Fatigued by the drama of men, we have
before us that of the animals. What a harvest
of vast sensations this domain also affords! We
have ripened. In our enlarged comprehension of
created beings we know the unity of soul that
pervades Nature. It is no longer solely the schol-
ars or the philosophers who proclaim this unity;
the poets and novelists are also imbued with the
idea. Balzac tells us that the Creator has used
one and the same pattern for every organised
being. The animals form a portion of the Infinite
Spirit animating the universe. In contemplating
and studying the inferior kindred of man, we feel
a singular delight, which makes us descend into
the lowest depths of the formation of our "ego."
We thus glide to the eternally young source of
aged humanity.